
249 

Department of the Navy, DoD § 724.603 

§ 724.504 NDRB actions preliminary to 
discharge review. 

(a) When each application for dis-
charge review is received by the NDRB, 
the service record and health record of 
the applicant will be requested from 
the appropriate record custodian. 

(b) Upon receipt, each record of serv-
ice will be reviewed to determine 
whether or not the applicant appears 
to have been discharged under cir-
cumstances which might act as a bar 
to Veterans’ Administration benefits 
under 38 U.S.C. 3103. These cir-
cumstances of discharge are: 

(1) Discharge or dismissal by reason 
of the sentence of a general court-mar-
tial. 

(2) Discharge as a conscientious ob-
jector who refused to perform military 
duty, to wear the uniform or otherwise 
to comply with lawful orders of com-
petent military authority. 

(3) Discharge as a deserter. 
(4) Discharge on the basis, or as part 

of the basis, of an absence without au-
thority from active duty for a contin-
uous period of at least 180 days, if such 
discharge was under conditions other 
than honorable. Additionally, such ab-
sence is computed without regard to 
the applicant’s normal or adjusted ex-
piration of term of service. 

(5) Discharge or dismissal of an offi-
cer based on acceptance of the officer’s 
resignation for the good of the service. 

(6) Discharge, on his/her own applica-
tion, during a period of hostilities, as 
an alien. 

(c) If it appears that the applicant 
was discharged under one or more of 
the circumstances outlined in 
§ 724.504b, a written notification will be 
sent which informs the applicant that: 

(1) An initial service record review 
reveals that the discharge may have 
been awarded under circumstances 
which make the applicant ineligible for 
receipt of VA benefits regardless of any 
action taken by the NDRB. 

(2) Separate action by the Board for 
Correction of Naval Records (BCNR) 
and/or the VA, in case of 180 days con-
secutive UA disqualification, may con-
fer eligibility for VA benefits. Instruc-
tions for making application to the 
BCNR and for contacting the VA are 
provided. 

Subpart F—Naval Discharge Re-
view Board Mission and Func-
tions 

§ 724.601 General. 
The NDRB is a component of the 

Naval Council of Personnel Boards and 
has its offices located in the NCR. The 
NDRB conducts documentary reviews 
and personal appearance reviews in the 
NCR and, on a traveling basis, at se-
lected sites within the 48 contiguous 
states. Regional site selection is predi-
cated on the number of pending appli-
cations accumulated from a given geo-
graphical area and the resources avail-
able to support distant personal ap-
pearance reviews. The NDRB does not 
maintain facilities other than at its 
NCR offices. The primary sites of NCR 
are: Chicago, IL; Dallas, TX; and San 
Francisco, CA. 

§ 724.602 Mission. 
To decide, in accordance with stand-

ards of naval law and discipline and the 
standards for discharge review set 
forth in subpart I, whether a discharge 
or dismissal from the naval service is 
proper and equitable, or whether it 
should be changed. 

§ 724.603 Functions. 
(a) Meet as frequently as necessary 

to provide expeditious review of naval 
discharges. 

(b) Meet at locations within the 48 
contiguous states as determined appro-
priate on the basis of the number of 
discharge review applications received 
from various geographical areas and of 
available resources and facilities. 

(c) Review applications for review of 
discharges. 

(d) In consonance with directives of 
higher authority and the policies set 
forth in this Manual, grant or deny 
change of discharges. 

(e) Promulgate decisions in a timely 
manner. 

(f) Maintain a system of records. 
(g) Maintain liaison in discharge re-

view matters with: 
(1) General Counsel of the Navy. 
(2) Commandant of the Marine Corps. 
(3) Chief of Naval Operations. 
(i) Commander, Naval Reserve Force. 
(ii) Commander, Naval Medical Com-

mand. 
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